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Synopsis

INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 2011-2012 continues to present a current,
well-balanced, and comprehensive introduction to the field, combining an engaging writing style and
compelling visual content to bring the study of physical anthropology to life for today’s students.
With a focus on the big picture of human evolution, the text helps students master the basic
principles of the subject and arrive at an understanding of the human species and its place in the
biological world. This book continues to keep pace with changes in the field by including thorough
coverage of cutting-edge advances in molecular biology and genomics, primatology, key fossil
discoveries, and modern human biology. A new "Conclusion: Why it Matters", drives home the
importance of understanding human evolution and the incredible impact our species has had, and

will continue to have, on the environment and all life forms on this planet.
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Customer Reviews

Robert Jurmain received an A.B. in Anthropology from UCLA and a Ph.D. in Biological Anthropology
from Harvard. He taught at San Jose State University from 1975 to 2004 and is now professor
emeritus. During his teaching career, he taught courses in all major branches of physical
anthropology, including osteology and human evolution, with the greatest concentration in general
education teaching for introductory students. His research interests are skeletal biology of humans
and non-human primates, paleopathology, and paleoanthropology. In addition to his three
textbooks, which together have appeared in 30 editions, he is the author of STORIES FROM THE
SKELETON: BEHAVIORAL RECONSTRUCTION IN HUMAN OSTEOLOGY (1999, Gordon Breach



Publishers), as well as numerous articles in research journals.Lynn Kilgore earned her Ph.D. from
the University of Colorado, Boulder, where she now holds an affiliate faculty position. Her primary
research interests are osteology and paleopathology. She has taught numerous undergraduate and
graduate courses in human osteology, primate behavior, human heredity and evolution, and general
physical anthropology. Her research focuses on developmental defects as well as on disease and
trauma in human and great ape skeletons.Wenda Trevathan is regents’ professor (emerita) of
anthropology at New Mexico State University, where she taught from 1983 to 2009. She is a
biological anthropologist whose research focuses on the evolutionary and biocultural factors
underlying human reproduction, including childbirth, maternal behavior, sexuality, and menopause.
Her primary publications include works on the evolution of childbirth and evolutionary medicine. Her
most recent book is ANCIENT BODIES, MODERN LIVES: HOW EVOLUTION HAS SHAPED
WOMEN’S HEALTH (2010, Oxford University Press). She has taught courses in physical
anthropology, nutritional anthropology, medical anthropology, evolutionary medicine, and
anthropology of reproduction.Russell L. Ciochon is a leading paleoanthropologist specializing in
primate and human evolution in Asia, as well as the geochronology of Asian Plio-Pleistocene sites.
He earned his Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, and teaches at the University of
lowa, lowa City, where he is Chair of the Department of Anthropology. He teaches courses in
hominin and non-human primate evolution, as well as primate behavior, ecology, and functional
anatomy. Besides co-authoring more than one hundred technical articles, he has also co-written two
popular books: DRAGON BONE HILL: AN ICE AGE SAGA OF HOMO ERECTUS (2004, Oxford
University Press) and OTHER ORIGINS: THE SEARCH FOR THE GIANT APE IN PREHISTORY
(1990, Bantam Books).

Excellent.

This book along with some others | have purchased here on give my grand daughter and myself a
better understanding of where we all came from and how we continue to evolve This is a college
level book It is a bit heavy reading for an elementary school girl but together we break it down to her

level. Now she still has this book for a review and comparison with future discoveries in the future.

Needed it for a class. Usually | just borrow books from the school’s library, but once | opened the
book | knew | wasn’t going to be able to scan this easily. There is so much information everywhere

but it's easy to follow. If you are a visual person, you will probably enjoy this textbook because it's



colorful and filled with images and graphs. Great to have for reference!

It has tons of information. Easy to read for any college student without all the rubbish information
you will not need.Excellent images, diagrams, and timelines.The index could use some work but

that’s not a big issue.

It's what | needed.

| feel that one of the goals of this text is to get students thinking about data interpretation. It
encourages them to use critical thinking when reading competing theories of our evolution. As a
whole | like this text. | have used for my classes for years. | do not always agree with all the details
presented, but | feel it gives me an opportunity to present alternative views. This title is very clear
and very up-to-date. New additions come out regularly with updates on new fossils and theories. |

would recommend this to other instructors looking for a college level text for adoption.

Other besides not having a tracking number to track, it was a great price and product.

Well-written, well-organized, and informative. | purchased this as a textbook for a college course,
but | really appreciated the content as well.
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